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panics in that area. People in the southeast should patronize their local
seed companies. There is no objection for one to send an order to a
distant seed house, but he should not be disappointed if his plants do
not come up to expectation. Experience should dictate in those cases.
(See list of seed houses on pp. 303, 304.)

Then there is the matter of selecting varieties. If one buys seed every
year, the first job is to get a list of recommended varieties from the
local county agricultural agent, usually located at the county seat ia
the post office building, or from the Department of Vegetable Crops at
the State Experiment Station. (See list of State Agricultural Experiment
Stations on page 302.) The varieties they recommend include the best
they have found in their trial comparisons. They do not include the
newest creations, which often turn out to be an old variety under a new
name. One must realize that it takes years of patient breeding to pro-
duce a worthwhile new variety. Reliable seed companies follow a system
of rigid plant and seed selection for continuous improvement of their
old varieties, and some of our oldest varieties are still our best ones.

So when you get the list from your own government agency, send for
a seed catalogue or two and sit down for an enjoyable evening to order
your seed. If you see something* that is not on the list but sounds gooda
include a small packet, but don't plant much area to it. A few plants
will tell you whether it is worth while. A seed catalogue gi\Tes the
number of days which are required to produce the edible portion from
the time seed is sown. You must figure your growing season from early
to late frost. (See Frost Table, p. 297.) Also it tells you whether it is
a warm- or cool-season crop. It is a good idea to get as much informa-
tion as possible from the catalogue. Generally speaking a packet is all
the seed one needs for a family of 4 to 7 people. Beans and sweet corn
might be needed in greater quantity if you restrict yourself to one
variety.

By getting different seed catalogues occasionally, you can look for
things that you have not previously tried. It adds to the variety. There
are a lot of possibilities, for instance among the varieties of pumpkins
and squashes. One gardener who tried out a few hills each of 20
varieties of muskmelon found there were only a few that he liked. But
for the main part of the garden, the standard or commercial varieties
are usually best. Golden bantam sweet corn is an exception which
proves this rule. It has a quality and flavor that no other corn has,

I would suggest the possibility of saving your own seed It k not as
difficult as it sounds. Seeds of beans, com, okra, and other varieties
which produce seed in pods are picked when ripe, shelled, placed in
bags and dried, after which they may be stored in a dry coH place.
Pepper seed is taken out of the ripe fruit and dried Tomato seed is